
STAFFORD COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION MINUTES 
November 2, 2017 

 
The meeting of the Stafford County Historical Commission of Thursday, November 2, 2017, was called 
to order at 3:02 p.m. by Chairman Anita Dodd in the ABC Conference Room of the George L. Gordon, 
Jr., Government Center. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Anita Dodd, Jane Conner, Ken Pitts and Richard Chichester 
      
MEMBERS ABSENT: Ann Best-Rolls and David Rodriguez  
 
STAFF PRESENT: Kathy Baker, Melannie Egan, Eva Campbell and Miranda Critzer 
  
GUESTS PRESENT: Janet Littlefield 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mrs. Dodd called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m. and asked Mr. Pitts to call roll.   
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  
 
Mr. Pitts called roll and stated there was a quorum with four members present. 
 
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Civil War Database Update – Erik Mink, National Park Service 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated Mr. Mink was on a temporary assignment in Gettysburg and would not be attending the 
meeting.  She moved on to item 2. 
 
2. Bethlehem Primitive Baptist Church- National Register Nomination 
 
Ms. Conner asked how long it would take before a nomination was recognized. Ms. Baker stated that they 
had a set schedule and Mrs. Dodd stated that they used to do it twice a year. With no other comments, she 
moved on to item 3. 
 
3.  Purchase of Development Rights Applications- Cultural Resources 
 
Ms. Baker started out the discussion by giving a synopsis of the program stating that the county had 
currently 6 properties under easement. When they determine and score the properties it was not only the 
farming value, but environmental resources or cultural resources on the property. When ranking the 
properties, the applicant would receive extra points for cultural resources on the property or adjacent 
property. She then explained the benefits of the PDR program and stated that the program was designed to 
pay property owners to keep their property from having additional subdivisions or additional houses built 
on them and to preserve open space. The county would purchase a conservation easement on the property 
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and the owners would continue to live there, farm there, and there were other things that they could do, 
such as open a Bed and Breakfast. It restricts the development on the property, and the property owners 
could even sell the land, but the easements would still remain on the property. It would protect the 
properties, give the owners funds to use for upkeep, equipment or they could even use the money to 
reinvest into any cultural resources on the properties. It was an upfront, one time amount. The money 
comes from the County’s Rollback Tax Program, when a property is sold to a developer, the developer 
pay five years of taxes, and that was the designated funding source, which fluctuates each year. Because 
of that fluctuation, there had not been a round opened since 2013. The 2017 round was opened because 
the Board of Supervisors put additional funds into the program. 
 
Ms. Baker explained the ranking criteria for “Proximity to Historic or Cultural Features” and the three 
categories with their point system. The first category, for properties that were located on or adjacent to 
features designated or deemed eligible for listing on National or State historic registers or within Stafford 
County Historic District would be worth a total of 15 points. The second category, for properties that were 
associated with or adjacent to property associated with an important historic place, event, person or 
activity (listed in Stafford County database or through documentation presented to the county) would be 
worth 10 points. The third category, for properties that were within or adjacent to an established or 
familiar visual feature that would be part of an historic landscape that was confirmed by the county, 
would be worth 5 points. The committee was asked to help determine the points of the properties within 
the ranking criteria that would be taken back to the AG/PDR Committee meeting at the end of the month 
to help them determine preliminary scoring in this category. 
 
Ms. Baker began with the PowerPoint and discussed overview and the cultural features of each property. 
 
Littlejohn- The property did not have anything in the database, but the owners had submitted information 
that they had researched about the property. It had association with a Civil War campsite, 1st Brigade with 
New York and Pennsylvania regiments.  Family history and associations with important people, Mordecai 
Gayle 1855, Absalom Peyton Rowe, and John M. Luck whom was on the Board of Supervisors and a 
Magistrate in the 1870’s.  James O. Lee was on the Board of Supervisors for the County, and other people 
included Charles Waters Sullivan/Hilda Lee. The property was part of “Mount View”. The committee 
discussed the property and the landscape. Ms. Dodd stated that based on all of the Civil War associations 
that if the property would be developed that they would ask for at least a Phase 1 Archaeological Survey 
and suggested a score of 10 for the property. 
 
Mr. Pitts motioned for a score of 10 for the Littlejohn property. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 4-0 (Ann Best-Rolls and David Rodriguez absent). 
 
Jones Farm- The property was across from Sherwood Forest Farm VDHR No. 089-0014-ST440615 and 
had a 1937 bungalow type house on the property. The committee discussed and verified that the property 
had a close proximity to the historical features in Sherwood Forest Farm, and the importance of protecting 
the area.  
 
Ms. Conner motioned for a score of 15 for the Jones property if Sherwood Forest was confirmed as 
eligible for or is on the National Register and verified. If not, the score would be changed to 10. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded the motion. 
The motion passed 3-1 (Ann Best-Rolls and David Rodriguez absent, Mr. Pitts voted no). 
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Johnson-The property had the Old Nave Place foundation, but was not visible. Mr. Pitts stated that he 
would look into the property further and would report back. But by the look of things the property would 
not receive any points and a motion was not offered. This property would need to be revisited at the next 
meeting if additional resources were found.   
 
Secrest-The property was adjacent to Parcel 55-157D and contained the VDHR site 089-0031, which was 
the Stevens house and the Stevens cemetery. The committee discussed whether the house was eligible for 
the National Register. Mrs. Dodd agreed to look into it before the next committee meeting, so it could be 
voted on. The property has a potential of 15 points. 
 
Moore-The property was adjacent to DHR site 44ST0488 and the Locust Grove cemetery. The committee 
discussed the property being close to Potomac Creek, and all agreed that the property should receive 10 
points. 
 
Mr. Chichester motioned for a score of 10 for the Moore property. 
 
Ms. Conner seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 4-0 (Ann Best-Rolls and David Rodriguez absent). 
 
Petley- The property was not adjacent to anything specific, but was near some family cemeteries. A short 
discussion ensued regarding that the property had many wetlands, a stream tributary to Aquia Creek and 
there was a possibility that there could be Native American association and artifacts, however, no studies 
had been conducted and therefore the property was not eligible for any points. 
 
Mr. Chichester motioned for a score of 0 for the Petley property. 
 
Mr. Pitts seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 4-0 (Ann Best-Rolls and David Rodriguez absent). 
 
Brent Point-The property was adjacent to the King family cemetery, Langley Flights and Mallows Bay 
ships. The original house was dated in 1950 and was still part of the existing house. The committee was 
informed by Ms. Baker that the property was going to be withdrawing their application, but felt that it was 
good to score it regardless and for the record. 
 
Ms. Conner motioned for a score of 10 for the Brent Point property. 
 
Mr. Pitts seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 4-0 (Ann Best-Rolls and David Rodriguez absent). 
 
Snyder-The property had a house on 58F dating to pre-Civil War, DHR site 089-0211-1890, Locust 
Grove Farm. A discussion about the pre-Civil War house confirmed that the house had been studied and 
was eligible. It was also once part of land to the SE that has a slave and a family cemetery on it and it 
needed to be protected.  
 
Ms. Conner motioned for a score of 15 for the Snyder property. 
 
Mr. Pitts seconded the motion. 
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The motion passed 4-0 (Ann Best-Rolls and David Rodriguez absent). 
 
Shelton- The property had a 1962 Rambler home and was adjacent to DHR site 44ST0260 and the Patton 
family cemetery. It was near a tannery site and Ms. Dodd had been to that site and explained to the 
committee how the tannery made money by using wild sumac for the tannins before and after the Civil 
War. The property still had the square holes and a stone wheel used at the tannery. 
 
Ms. Conner motioned for a score of 15 for the Shelton property. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 3-0 (Ann Best-Rolls, David Rodriguez absent and Mr. Pitts abstained). 
 
Harris- The property was associated with the Spotted Tavern Farm-VDHR Site 089-0184, adjacent to 
Park Farm on Parcel 26-5- VDHR site 089-0186 and 44ST0651-0660.  The committee all agreed that the 
property should receive 10 points. 
 
Mrs. Dodd motioned for a score of 10 for the Harris property. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 4-0 (Ann Best-Rolls and David Rodriguez absent). 
 
Beach- The property was adjacent to DHR site 44ST0184 and didn’t have much information, but would 
be eligible for 10 points. 
 
Mr. Pitts motioned for a score of 10 for the Beach property. 
 
Mr. Chichester seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 4-0 (Ann Best-Rolls and David Rodriguez absent). 
 
Caton- The property was adjacent to Heflin family cemetery on adjacent parcel 17-51 U. The committee 
discussed preserving cemeteries, and that the property should be given 10 points to help save and protect 
the cemetery.  
 
Mr. Chichester motioned for a score of 10 for the Caton property. 
 
Mrs. Dodd seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed 4-0 (Ann Best-Rolls and David Rodriguez absent). 
 
4.  Marlborough Point Cultural Resources 
 
Mrs. Dodd received emails from a person who was concerned about the Marlborough Point Cultural 
resources, and having relatives associated with it. Mrs. Dodd believed that the committee already had the 
information.  He was providing information and wanted to protect the property. Mrs. Dodd did not think 
there was anything they could do as it was private property. Mrs. Dodd suggested that it would be great to 
have some kind of signage. If it were state signage it would have to be out on Marlborough Point, and any 
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other signage would need to be approved by the land owner. It was a sad situation as the property could 
have become another Jamestown. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
5.  Secondary structures 50 Years and Older 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated that she did not have enough time to devote to this and asked that it be brought back 
next month. 
 
6. Falmouth Master Interpretive Plan Implementation 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated that she did not have enough time to devote to this and asked that it be brought back 
next month. 
 
7.  Proposed Ordinance O06-47 – July 18, 2006 – Archaeological Surveys and Investigations 
 
Mrs. Dodd stated that this item is just a holdover item to remain on the agenda. 
 
ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY THE PUBLIC 
 
None 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
None 
 
REPORTS BY COMMISSION MEMBERS  
 
None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
September 7, 2017 
 
Mr. Pitts made a motion to approve the minutes as amended. 
 
Dr. Rodriguez seconded. 
 
The motion passed 4-0 (Ms. Best-Rolls and Mr. Chichester were absent). 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 4:26 p.m.  
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